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OP THESE VERA 


BAPTIST CHURCHES 
MEETING AT 


Loutbiocel Wellington, T jvetton, 2 "7 Hutz, 
 Froame, Calne, Trowbridge, Broad. mead and Pit hay 
Briſtol, Sodbury, Horſington, Cbeltenbam, and Sa- 


BY rum. having received letters alſo from Plymonth, 


Exon, without Southgate, King ſoridge, Cullump- 
ven, Tyme, Preſeat, Upottery, Chard, Bicknal, Crof: 
combe, Crockerton, Bratton, Melkſham, Gritileton 


and Malmsbury, being met in aſſociation at New 


Sarum, the 16th and 17th of May, 1769, to | 
the  churches- they —_— NENT fend 
Chriſtian Salufation, | TY | 


"Das 1 
'F is with pleaſure and hewble cradle we would inform 
you, that we have once more been permitted to meet to- 
gether in our annual aſſembly, and we hope have not been 


without ſome tokens of the divine preſence and bleſſing. 


Many prayers—we. truſt fervent inwrought prayers have we 
been enabled to offer up at the divine throne of grace, and 
various emotions, particularly Brethren reſpeQing you, have 


we felt in our hearts. It deeply affects us to ſind ſo many 
of the churches within the eirele of this aſſocĩation gntinue 


{till in a drooping and almoſt dying condition, haying from 


year to year very few if any added to them, and complain- 


ing they have but little of the power of religion amongſt 
them, It pains us to reflect upon the lamentations made in 
moſt of the letters we have received of the decay of vital 
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godlineſs, and the lukewarm worldly behaviour of too many- 
under a profeſſion of religion. And we have made the redreſs 
of theſe ſad grievances our particular errand at the divine 
throne in this our aſſociate-meeting; as we hope you will 
alſo do on thoſe days of ſolemn humiliation and prayer, 
. Which we defire as uſual to recommend earneſtly to you. 
But flill we have not been without our joys. The churches 
are a/l in peace—all enjoy the means of grace—all expreſs 
a deſire of being revived—and bleſſed be Gov, in ſome 
inſtances the increaſe of viſible converts the paſt year has 
been conſiderable. Gop has not wholly forſaken us, nor is 
Iebabod the glory is departed as yet abſolutely written upon 
us. Let us then be thankful as well as humble, rejoice as 
well as be abaſed. — And now, Brethren, before we ſepe- 
rate, we would willingly with open and affeQtionate hearts 
unite in ſending you, as we have been wont to do upon theſe 
occaſions, the moſt ſeaſonable and falutary advice we can 
think of, and which we wiſh as much to attend to ourſelves, 
as to have it ä in a ſpirit of meekneſs and love by 
you. | 
We have ſo often ſnculcated upon you the various inſtru- 
mental duties of religion, both of a private and public, perſo- 
nal and ſocial nature, that we can ſcarcely think it neceſſary 
to repeat the advice we have in former letters offered you'on 
theſe ſubjects. Suffer us however to ſay—if ſuch things as 
zheſe are neglected by you, which after all conſtitute only the 
Ferm of religion—what muſt the world think of your preten- 
ſions to religion —or what can you think of yourſelves ? If 
it be manifeſt to all around you that you are ſtrangers, at 
leaſt in a great meaſure, to ſecret prayer and the various 
other duties of the cloſet—if there be no altar to Gop erected 
in your families—no zeal diſcovered in endeavoring to 
inſtruct your children and ſervants in the principles of reli- 
gion—if you are remiſs in your attgndance even upon public 
worſhip, and at the table of the Loa p, and upon days of 
prayer and other religious exerciſes how juſtly may it be 
| faid to you, what do ye more than others? And what evi- 
dence can you have that you are paſſed from death to life? 


nn 


If beſide ſuch 1 as theſe, you can with delight join 
with the men of the world in their idle and ſinful amuſe- 
ments, and be as vain and carnal and trifling in your walk 

and converſation as they are—we know not what to ſay to 
you—l1urely if this be the caſe there is reaſon to fear, not- 
withſtanding all your profeſſions of love, you are in the gall 
of bitterneſs and the bond of iniquity. The friendſhip of 
this world is enmity to Gon, and whoſoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world is an enemy to Gop. How far a real 


convert may be ſuffered to fall in this reſpe& is hard to ſay, 


but that ſuch a courſe perſifted in will terminate in deftruc- 
tion is moſt certain. Tis an incontrovertible truth that 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lox D. Should there be 
any of this character in the churches we repreſent, may 
God give them repentance, and bring them back with weep- 
ing and ſupplication !—But theſe are not the only perſons for 
whom we feel a tender concern upon this occaſion. There 
may be a great deal of the form of godlineſs where the power 
of it is practically denied. And what will the form of reli- 
gion avail, if we are ſtrangers to its vital power ? What if 
we do utter a few heartleſs prayers in private, and keep up 
the ſhadow of religion in our families—what if we are ever 
ſo punctual and exact in our various attendances upon the 
means of grace, and ever ſo preciſe in our outward walk and 
behaviour —yet if at the ſame time our hearts are full of 
pride, envy, malice, worldly mindedneſs, and what we do 
is to be ſeen of men, or to purchaſe the favor and bribe the 
Juſtice of Gop, and does not proceed from love to Gop, 


love to JIasus, and love to the exerciſes and enjoyments at --- ; 


religion, what does it all ſignify ? Have what we will, if 
we have not Love we are nothing. Whilſt therefore you 
ſtrictly maintain the form of religion, oh! do not reſt in it, 
but let it be your great object to feel its almighty power. 
In order to this endeavor daily to realize the great objects 
of your faith, the ever bleſſed Gop and his unutterably 
awful and glorious perfections, the great Immanuel Jzsvs 
Canis r our only and all-ſufficient mediator—endeavor daily 
to realize the hatefulneſs of fin, your own ſinfulneſs, the 
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 fullnefs and freeneſs of ſalvation in Cyz1sT Jzsvs, the pro- 


mifes of all needful grace now, and at length the enjoyment 
of glory.—In a word, realize your own preſent enjoyments, 
and your future glorious proſpects; and whilſt you are 
muſing on theſe things, perhaps the holy fire may burn 
within you ere you are aware. And ſuffer us, Brethren, 
to caution you againſt two great evils, which we. apprehend 
are very deſtructive to the power of religion which we ſo 
much wiſh to have revived—theſe are RE and BIGOTRY. 

What is it makes the profeſſors of religion ſo apt to be 
aſhamed of their profeſſion - pride - What is it inclines them 
to appear as much as poſſible on many occaſions like the men 
of the world - pride What is it makes us ſo loth to ſubmit 


to affliction - pride no more humbled under a daily ſenſe of 


ſin—pride— no more full of love and thankfulneſs to IEs us 
CnRISsT- pride —ſo apt to take offence and ſo unwilling to 


be reconciled pride What is it makes us ſo ready to over- 
value ourſelves and to undervalue others — tis pride -In 

fhort what evil is there but more remotely or more immedi- 

| ately may be traced up to pride as its accurſed origin? And 


ſhall we not then ſhun it—avoid it—ftrive and pray againſt 


It, and aim at the mortification of it ? Shall not this Achan 


be expelled from our camp ? Shall it nat be our concern to 
be humble minded—to be clothed with humility, to walk 
humbly with our Gop—to bear one anothers burdens and to 
prefer one another in love? The power of godlineſs will ne- 
ver be experienced by us, till a good degree of this amiable 
temper be transfuſed into us. ——Bigotry the other capital 
evil we would take this opportunity of expoſing, is the off- 


ſpring of pride, and an almoſt inſeperable cancomitant of 


it. We can indeed by no means think a ſteady attachment 


to thoſe principles and practices which appear to us to be 


founded on the word of God, is to be ſtigmatized with this 
opprobrious appellation, for it would then be difficult to aſ- 
certain the difference betwixt bigotry and chriſtian zeal. 

And, as we have heard it well explained by one of our 
brethren, it is good to be always zealoy/ly affected in a good 
thing. But what we mean by bigotry is a greater zeal about 
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externals and circumſtantials than eſſentials, undervaluing 

thoſe who differ from us in leſſer matters merely on account 
of that difference, and being more concerned about the in- 
creaſe of our own ſet and party, than the real increaſe of 
chriſtianity in every party. This we think is bigotry ; and 


tho“ we are far from thinking you, Brethren, remarkably in- © 


fected with it, yet we cannot help wiſhing you would en- 
deavor to fet an example to other denominations of your ab- 
horrence of it, and that not ſo much by talking violently 
againſt it, as by carefully avoiding the influence of it, and 
cultivating the oppoſite grace of univerſal love. We wiſh 
you ever to hold faſt the form of ſound words and to ſpeak 
and promote the truth but let it be in love. We wiſh you to 
adhere ſtedfaftly to every duty which appears to be enjoined 
upon you—but do not deſpiſe others who happen not to ſee 
exactly as you do. In a word we wiſh you to cultivate a 
ſpirit of benevolence to all, and that all particularly wo 
bear the impreſs of J:sus upon them, whatever denomina- 
tion of chriſtians they rank under, ſhould equally ſhare in 
your complacential eſteem and love, with thoſe who are in 
every punctilio of your own perſuaſion and ſentiments, © 
Learn - with expanded hearts to ſay with the apoſtle Paul, 
grace be with all them who love the Loxp Jesvs CurisT 
in ſincerity and truth. This is the chriſtian temper, and an 
amiable luſtre it diffuſes over the chriſtian character whereyer 
it is found. But a narrow rigid cenſorious contracted ſpirit 
and temper, which knows not how to rejoice in the ſpread _ 
of the goſpel unleſs it be within the limits of our own deno- 
mination, or how to be cordial with a fellow chriſtian unleſs 

he is caſt into the ſame mold exactly with ourſelves, is ſo far 
from being expreſſive of the power of religion in our hearts, 
that 'tis difficult to ſay how there can be aꝶ true religion, 
in the heart that is habitually under the influence of ſuch | 
a low ſelfiſh unworthy temper. Hereby we know, ſays the 

apoſtle John, we are paſſed from death to life, becauſe we 
love the brethren. Now.who are the brethren t Undoubtedly 
all without exception who have the image and ſuperſcription 
of Jesus upon them. Let us baniſh then by the help of 
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divine grace all mutual jealouſies and ſurmiſes one againg 


another, and learn to live in univerſal love, and thereby ma- 


nifeſt we are indeed the children of the God of love. Never 


was there greater reaſon for union —hearty union among 
all the people of God than there is now. Amidſt the dread- 
ful convulſions there are abroad both in our own King's 
domintons and thoſe of other ſovereigns, and the alarming 
ſtate cf things at home, what conſiderate perſon can help 


forming the moſt gloomy apprehenſions ? You ſeem by your 


letters to be all affected with theſe things, and there is 


_ reaſon for it. We areripe for the divine judgments, and the 


fate of things around us too plainly indicate, we fear, they 
are not far from us. That in ſuch a criſis it is our incum- 


bent duty by a decent but firm oppoſition of every deſpotic 


meaſure, to endeavor to ſtand faſt in the. liberty wherewith 
divine providence hath made us free, and above all to unite 


together with one heart and mind in ſupplicating the divine 
_throne, that deſerved judgments may be either averted or 


ſanftified—wha can deny? Nor is it leſs evident that a revi- 
val of the power of religion, and of that humility and bro- 


| therly love which are ſo eſſential to it, is in ſuch a ſituation 


of things peculiarly deſirable. All muſt acknowledge it, 
would to Gon we may all ſtrive to obtain it !——The times 
of refreſhing we are aſſured ſhall come from the preſence af 
the Logp, and amidft all the turnings and overturnings 


which have been or may be, Jes vs we are confident will 
ride forth in the chariot of his goſpel conquering and to 


conquer. Let us then amidf every riſing fear comfort our. 
ſelves with theſe chearing proſpects, and reſt aſſured it ſhall 


be well thro? every changing ſcene with the truly righteous, 


and that all ſuch whoſe minds are ſtay'd on God ſhall be 


kept in perfect peace. « His hand the good man faſteus er 


the fties—as Dr. Young finely expreſſes it—then bids earth 
turn, nor feels her idle whirl.” Or as the inſpired pſalmiſt yet 


more nobly deſcribes the ſame ſentiment—The Lox v Gov 


is a ſun and a ſhield, the Loxp will give grace and glory, 
no good thing will he withold from them who walk up- 
rightly. We would only add in the words of the ſame pa- 


FA”? 


thetic writer, Wait on the Lox» and be of good courage, 
and he ſhall ſtrengthen your hearts, wait, we would with 
one voice ſay to ourſelves and you—on the Log ! 


gien at the requeſt, and on ibe 


behalf of the whole aſſembly, H 1 G H E VA NS. 
by the Moderator 


LEREYIATES. 


TUESDAY afternoon the Miniſters and Meſſengers 
being aſſembled, Brother Leawwel/in began in prayer, Brother 
Hugh Evans was choſen moderator, the letters from the 
_ churches were read, Brother Caleb Evans was deſired to draw 


up the general letter, and the meeting was cloſed in prayer 
by Brother F errabee. ö 


In the rang Brother Day preach'd from Gal. iv. 18. Ir 
is good to be zealouſly affetted always in a good thing. · 


Early the next morning ſeveral of our Brethren improv'd 
time in prayer. The public meeting was introduced by 
Brother Kingdon, Brother Francis ſucceeded: in prayer, after 
which a ſermon was preach'd by our Brother Hugh Evans, 
from 2 Cor. xii. 14. For 1 ſeek not Jour: but you. In the af- 
ternoon Brother Caleb Evans began in prayer, and Brother 
Tommas preached from Heb. v. 9. Aud being made perfect, he 
became the author of eternal ſalvation to all them that obey him. 
The following things were then agreed to, and the aſſembly 
was diſmiſs'd with prayer by the moderator. 


Agreed, ar to recommend days of ſolemn faſting 
and prayer, 


„ A 
5 "Agreed; to hold the next aſfociation at the Pithay i 
Brigel, on the Y ue/day afternoon and Wedne/day in the Vit. 
fun week, CESS at and Brother Francis to — the 
ſermons. 
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In che elites of this aſſociation the laſt - . Ges were 
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